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“Privacy Not Included”

As the holiday season approaches, the Mozilla Foundation has published a guide to help shoppers choose 
safe, secure connected products when it comes to protecting privacy, and to steer clear of the "creepiest" 
gadgets. While Apple comes off relatively well on privacy, that's not necessarily the case for Amazon and 
Facebook.

When it comes to privacy, Mozilla's guide can help you choose safer, more secure connected products. 

Before buying a smart speaker, a fitness tracker or a smart pet food dispenser, you might want to check 
how much that new device will respect your privacy and how vulnerable it might be to security breaches 
and hacks. In fact, many products connected to the internet have microphones and/or cameras, which 
could encroach upon the private lives of their users if they aren't set up properly.

Of the 136 products reviewed by the Mozilla Foundation in the 2020 edition of "Privacy Not Included," 
40 were considered to pose a real risk to user privacy. This is notably the case of the Facebook Portal 
assistant and the Fossil Gen 5 smartwatch. Moreover, around 20 of those products failed to ensure 
Mozilla's minimum security standards, with offenders including the Hamilton Beach smart coffee maker 
and the Schlage Sense smart deadbolt. Mozilla even considers Amazon's Halo fitness tracker and the Roku
Streambar & Soundbar to be "nightmares" in terms of privacy, with personal data clearly being shared 
with advertisers and other third parties.

At the opposite end of the scale, 22 products feature in Mozilla's "best of" selection, meeting with strict 
privacy and security criteria. These include Kano coding kits, the Sonos One SL speaker, the Withings 
Body smart scales and the iRobot Roomba i Series vacuum cleaner. Mozilla points out, for example, that 
Eufy security cameras are particularly reliable, as footage is encrypted and stored locally rather than in the
cloud. Apple -- with its iPad, Watch and Homepod -- also comes off well in the guide, since the American 
tech firm neither shares nor sells personal data.

The 2020 edition of Mozilla's "Privacy Not Included" report features 136 products spanning seven 
categories: smart home, home office, toys & games, entertainment, wearables, health & exercise and pets.

See the Mozilla Foundation's "Privacy Not Included" guide: foundation.mozilla.org/en/privacynotincluded

(CREDIT: This article is from https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/privacy-not-included-how-
creepy-is-your-connected-christmas-present/ar-BB1bbmsg )

Be Safe! Social Distance! Wear a mask when near others just in case! Love each other and
appreciate the wonderful things that each person brings to the world. God Bless us all!
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Presidents Corner 
Hello fellow club members,

Due to the current COVID-19 issues going on world-wide and locally with restrictions on 
gatherings:

We will also not be having the January 2021 meeting.

Please check back often at 
http  s  ://www.mapcc.com   
For updates as we have them for when we will have our next club meeting.

Thank you for your support.

Meetings - January-November
Apple Barrel (at Sapp Bros.)
2608 S. 24th St.
Council Bluffs, Iowa
MEETING BEGINS: 7 PM  (NOT in December)

https://www.mapcc.com/
https://www.mapcc.com/
https://www.mapcc.com/


Minutes of Meeting…

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER
Meeting was called off due to the continued health concerns of having crowds of people, etc.

First Drawing
The $10 drawing was won by N/A.

Minutes and Treasury Report
Minutes and treasury report will be read at next meeting. (we hope)
 

Old Business
No old business due to no meeting.

New Business
No new business due to no meeting.

Demo
The “demo” was not shown, but hopefully we will be able to sometime in 2021.

Stick-Around Drawing
The stick around drawing ($0.00) was not done for June.

Adjourned
No meeting!

Minutes recorded by Bruce  12/15/2020
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